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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MARCOS APPOINTS VEGA AS SPECIAL TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

1 . PRESIDENT MARCOS HAS APPOINED AMBASSADOR WILFREDO VEGA 
AS SPECIAL TRADE REPRESENTATIVE WITH THE RANK OF UNDERSECRE- 
TARY OF TRADE AND AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PELINPOTEN- 
TIARY. AS STR, VEGA WOULD ACT AS GOP REPRESENTATIVE TO GATT 
AND THE MTN. HE WOULD ALSO HEAD THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE 
REGIONAL OFFICE IN FRANKFURT AND ITS REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 

IN TEHRAN. 

2. VEGA TOOK HIS OATH OFOFFICE ON FEBRUARY 17 FROM SECRE- 
TARY OF TRADE TROADION T. QUIZAON, JR. APPOINTMENT WAS PUB 
LICIZED IN THE PRESS OVER THE WEEKEND. 
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3. VEGA'S OTHER DUTIES WERE DESCRIBED AS ASSISTING PHILIPPINE 
BUSINESSMEN IN SECURING MARKETS AND CONTRACTS IN EUROPE 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST, AND FACILITATING JOINT VENTURE PRO- 
JECTS. HE WAS ALSO TO PERFORM SUCH OTHER TAKSS AS THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY OF TRADE MAY ASSIGN TO HIM. 

VEGA WILL AUTOMATICALLY REVERT BACK TO THE FOREIGN SER- 
VICE ON JANUARY 1, 1982 UNLESS THE PRESIDENT DECIDES 
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OTHERWISE. 

3. COMMENT: VEGA'S APPOINTMENT FORMALIZES HIS WIDE- 
RANGING EMPIRE WHICH NOW INCLUDES THE MIDDLE EAST. SIGNIFIC- 
ANCE OF APPOINTMENT. HOWEVER, LIES IN SHIFT OF RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR GATT AND MTN FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE. SENIOR TRADE OFFICIALS ARE POSI- 
TIVELY GLOATING OVER THEIR COUP OVER DFA WHICH WAS DES- 
CRIBED AS "COMPLETELY SURPRISED" BY THE PRESIDENTIAL APPOINT- 
MENT. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONE 

OF OUR REGULAR DFA ECONOMIC CONTACTS CHARACTERIZED THE AP 
POINTMENT AS "HASTY" AND AS FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED, VEGA 
WAS STILL DEPUTY AMBASSADOR IN BONN. GOP- WIDE COORDINATION 
STILL REMAINS WITH INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON TRADE, TARIFFS 
AND RELATED MATTERS (TTRM ), CHAIRED BY NATIONAL ECONIMIC 
AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (NEDA), GENERALLY ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FILOLOGO PANTE. 
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